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Who Am I Really?  

 
 

Loving Our Kids on Purpose, written by Danny Silk, is a parenting method that reveals the Father's heart 
and will help show you how to best represent Him to your children. 

Each of us has a built-in template of how we see God and, without realizing it, we project that onto our 
child's template. It's how generations influence each other. 

Our Heavenly Father is much more focused on love than compliance. This class will help you love your kids with His perspective. 

When: June 5th - July 24th (no class July 3rd), 6:30-8:30pm 
Where: Rice Creek Covenant Church, 125 Ash St, St Paul, MN 55126 
Cost: $45 per person or $60 per couple, includes workbook 

Price includes a kid's group for ages 9-12, and childcare for younger children. 

To register, contact Renee at renee@doorofhopeministries.org or 763-767-2150 

Thank you for your support, friends, it is making a huge difference for so many people and their families! 
At our spring banquet, Marina shared her personal testimony of how God has used Door of Hope to  
answer her question about who she is...and so much more. 

Born in the Soviet Union… I Built Protective Walls Inside... 

I was born and raised in the former Soviet Union, where my father was addicted to alcohol, and my  
mother worked very hard at her job, leaving her little energy for us children. We were not an affectionate 
family, and God was never mentioned. 

My father often told us that we were to blame for his life not working out. I now see this is emotional 
abuse. Like all children, I wanted my parents to love and care about me. Instead, I was led to believe that 
I was to blame for their neglect and abuse.  

Not getting the love and encouragement I needed, I began to isolate and build protective walls inside, so 
that no one could hurt my feelings. I was suspicious of anyone who was kind to me, not realizing that my 
walls not only kept out the bad but also the good.  

When my parents divorced when I was 12, my brother and I moved in with my father. As a teen, I lost my identity. I did not know 
who I was, what I loved, or why I existed. I was very shy and did not believe that I could achieve anything in life. Decisions were 
made by others, and although I did not like it, I did not see another way… 

Not Even Moving to the USA Could Help Me Find Out Who I Am 

In 2000, my father, brother and I moved to the United States. Moving to America gave me hope that  
in this country, with its opportunities and freedom, I would finally find out who I am. I didn’t realize  
that no country could help me find my identity, only the One who created me, Jesus Christ. 

Marriage Opened Buried Toxic Emotions 

When I got married, I thought I would finally find myself. What I didn’t realize was that for many years I had been building up 
resentment, rage and much more. Instead of revealing my true self, marriage opened the toxic emotions that I had buried. I  
started to believe that I was evil and controlled by anger.  

When I had children, I began trampling them emotionally. I did not want to repeat my parent’s mistakes, but didn’t know how  
to break the vicious cycle… 
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Through God's power, Door of Hope equips people all over the world to live free from abuse and trauma 

through safe housing, educational conferences, support groups, trauma recovery counseling and prayer 

ministry. Door of Hope is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.  
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Door of Hope Ministries, PO Box 490565, Blaine, MN 55449  

Spring Banquet News 
Thank You for Your Faithful Support 

About 200 friends joined us April 21 to celebrate God's work and provision for this ministry. Thank you to all of you who joined us!  

Although, at $35,000, we fell short of our $75,000 goal, we know God will continue to bring this work to more and more of His  
precious ones. Thank you for your prayers, and for your donations of time and money. Each heart that reaches out brings hope  
and healing to generations to come. Your presence with us is proof that God is up to something wonderful! 

PS Special thanks to Emcee, Silvia Ontaneda; Harpist: Stephanie Claussen; Adrielle Royale Photography;  
Roses Donor, Word by Word; Host Site, North Heights Lutheran Church; Caterer, Atlas Grill; and Sponsor, Ricky's Embers. 

PPS Big shout out to our banquet volunteers, and to our banquet committee:  
Joy Alizadeh, Jodi Hill, Alissa Holmes, Geralyn Nelson, Abby Rickenbach, and Renee Volk 

 When I realized I was powerless to change on my own, I prayed that God would show me the way out. Since then, He has  
led me... 

A few years ago, in a local Slavic Christian community, a man murdered his pregnant wife. I wondered how this could happen 
among Christians, and started to realize that violence is in Christian families, but that no one talks about it. Through this  
tragedy, a friend introduced me to Diane Stores. At Door of Hope I learned why violence occurs in families, and how to stop it.  

At Door of Hope I Began to Discover My True Identity 

What I didn’t realize was that God was also leading me to Door of Hope to help me discover who I am... 

In Door of Hope groups, I found that I could talk about my wounded emotions, and no one would blame 
me. As women shared and cried openly, I came to realize that there are many broken hearts like mine.  

Quietly, the Lord also revealed to me who I am in His eyes…  

Yet, I needed time to believe it, so I went through the Authentic Hope support group a few times, as well 
as the Boundaries and Safe People classes. Through Diane and other Door of Hope ministers, my  
Heavenly Father told me that I'm not evil or terrible, but that I'm His princess. He helped me realize that 
“God does not create garbage.” 

Relationships Began to Change: Forgiveness, Healthy Boundaries, Love and Respect 

After God revealed to me the truth about who I am, relationships began to change. Although Satan used my family to speak  
lies over me (which they probably didn’t realize they were doing), I can forgive them, because I know the truth. I know how  
Jesus sees me. I have chosen to live differently, to break the cycle of abuse, and to teach my children about love and respect.  
I now try to set healthy boundaries, and respect others’ boundaries.  

Door of Hope is Teaching My Children Early In Life Who They Are 

My daughters like coming to the Hope-Filled Kids group because they are loved and respected there. They are not afraid to  
express themselves, knowing that they will not be laughed at. 

I'm grateful that my children are learning, at their young age, who they are in the eyes of God. 

Giving Back, So That Others Will Find Freedom Too 

Last spring, I was invited to teach a Boundaries workshop at Seattle’s Slavic Christian conference. At first I wasn’t sure I  
could do it, but the Lord gave me confidence and I agreed. To my surprise many women attended. I shared what I learned at 
Door of Hope. If someone had told me a few years ago that I would teach that class, I would never have believed it. But with 
God everything is possible.   

    As a Door of Hope leader in training, God is using me so that others can find freedom from trauma and abuse too. 
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